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OFPICE OF U, 8. COMMISSI0ONTR OF IMMIGRATION,
Wew York, W, Y.

August 20, 1897,

Col. John L. Smithmeyer,
Inspector of Public Buildings,
Room 1086, General Post Offlce, ¥, ¥, City.

Dear air:

After consultation with vou this day I bag to state that the
p;ans submitted by vom arpear to be in accordance with the ildeas
given to you by me from time to time, in regard to the arrangement
of space, ete., in the buildings contemplated on Fllislsland; and
that the plans thus shown ars in my opinion practicable for the Proe-
per conduct of business by the Bureau of Immigration at this Port,
as Tollows: .

The various offices and rooms comprising a pgroup of five struct=
ures, to be subdivided for the various uses and purposes of the Immni-
gration Bureau of the Port of Wew York, and must contain accommoda~
tlons necessary for the reception, reglistration and examination of
immigrants.

The main building of this group of structures will be devoted
to the examination of immipgrants on the second floor and on the Tirst
floor the necessary provisions for getting their bagrape=--1if they
be railroad passengers--choecksd ond Torwarded to the various points
and, if local passengers for the purvoses and business of the Trans-
fer Company, Passengers, on being transferred from the boat, will
enter the bullding #1 into the large space V2 subdivided so that
groups of thirty to the number of about 1,000 may be accommodated.
They will) then pass up the stairs marked and proceed along the
corridor marked WL, where they will be emamined by the physieclans
and matrons. Immigrants w?o are Peld,by the physicians or matrons
will be put in the rooms Il gnd I, pending ap«o;,l examinatief. Immi-
grants will then proceed %o the hall marked ¥ J  , which 18 also
lald out to acammodate the groups of thirty, from which they enter
the rogl stry alsles marked W Wel, where they are examined as to their
fitness to lend. These admitted and destinsd to New York pass down
the stalrs X X; those going by railroads to any of the various
points go through the corridor to the building Yo, 4. Those who,
upon examination, do not appear to be entitled to 1land, are conduct-
ed through the corridor W-1 to building YWo. 3. The rooms A-1 and
C-1 are for the use of the Boards of Special Inmiry, where the large
room B-1 is for witnesses and others intending to testify before the
Bourd., Tho rooms on the east side of the building marked W=l to
U=-1 are for the general executive offi ces of the Medical Bureau;
the space 4in the center of the main floor marled I-1 is for the
use of the registry clerks and the process of special exemination
of immigrents. The spaces P-1 are for the use of the telegraph
office and money exchange bursau respoctivel$; the spoce Fel is
also for the general water closets for the usge of immiprants and

employees on this floor, This coampletes the plan of the upper floor

BUILDIWG WO, 2,

The Bxecutive Building., On the upper floor will be the main
executive offiee, with the offices of the Commissioner, Assistant
Commaissloner, Treasurer, Secretary and the general offieces of the
Contract Labor Pureau, with the office of tho Super¥ising Inspector.
On the lower floor will be the office of the company transrorting
immigrants from the ships to Fllis Island, the Secretary of the

-l-



Board of Speecial Inquiry, the missionaries, retiring room for the
reglistry clerkse--giving mume them & place to hand their clothes, ote.
==-gnd on office for the mabrons. On the northerly side of Building
Ho. 2 will be a space K on the first floor and Q-1 on the second to
be used as record rooms, both stories, with separate stairs Torbthe
use of those desiring to make use of these record rooms, On the:
westerly and main floor, first story building #1 will be ploced the
offices of the statisticlen, marked T and V-,

On the same floor of Building Vo, 1 will be in space R and 8-2
the customs and appreisers offices. The space N2 first floor will
be used for the general business of the bagpgage department; in
the space K=2, I-2, =2, 0=-2 will be the weigh master's room. Space
Gy ¥ and I=-2 will be the general offices of the local bagpapge delive
ery, Space B gnd C-2 on the main floor will be used as the offlces.
of the Italian Bureau, connecting with Bullding 3.

BUILDING MO, =3.

FIRST FLOOR. Space A 1s the pgenoral igformation bureau, where
all people desiring information regarding immiprants or matters
comcerning the immigration bureau are received and immigrants are
digcharged to thelr friends. In space B are kept all the Immie
grantg--women, minors and others--whom the inspection officers are
satisfied should be landed when their friends arrive or huve told
atories which require verification, they being conducted through the
corridor I, Main Building down stairs into space B of Bullding Wo.
3. Parties coming to the Informatiog PBurean and desiring to go to
the Board of Speecial Inquiry are adnitted by means of the stairs €
to the waiting room of the Doard of Specilal Inquiry. '

S8ECOND PLOOR. Space P is for these immigrants who on inspsction
do not appear to be qualified to land and are held for the Doard of
Speecial Inquiry., Space E is for those lmmigrants whom on oxamination
by the Board of Special Inquiry, have been excluded for the warious
reasons piven in the 1law,.

BUITDING 10, 4.

The northerly side of the upper floor of Building Yo. 4 1s ocoue
pled as a general ticket counter for the Immigrant Clearing House;
the westerly end, space A and B is the peneral offlces of the agent
representing same. The northerly sub-divisions of 8Space F are for
the various outside companies having agencles at Bllls Island,

Going down stalrs by the stairs marked wa enter the lower Tloor
which 18 subidided inte waiting rooms for the various railroads,
whore the immigrants are placed after examination and having bought

their tickets, had their bagpape checked and are aiting until the
proper time to be transferred to their destination.

BUITLDING N0, B,
Both first and seecond storiecs are usged as dormitories, where
the immigrants detained on the Island; both temporarily and those

excluded, are given accommodations for sleeping at night, The
various toilets aeccommodations are showvn in the plan.
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The utilization of the attiec spoee over the main floor of the
dormitorg purposes to be used in ease of overcrowding of the dormitory
building Yo, 5, will, in my opinion, furnish adequate speelping
accommodations for all the immigrants thet we will I» obliged to do=
tain at any one time, .

As stated in the commeneement of the letter I belleve that th
Plams thus submitted are practical and carried into exeeution will
furnish an immigrant station thag will allow us to give proper treat-

mont to the Immigrant s arriving at this port, while at the same time
areflecting oredit on the country.

5 Respectfully yours,
o ot | Bd. ¥, MeSweenay,
i o et ‘Asslstunt Commissi oner.
s *
’ P i
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